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069373 

R 141447Z OCT 76 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3414 
INFO AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 7027 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PFOR, IS, EG 

SUBJECT: FIVE EGYPTIANS IDENTIFIED AS TERRORISTS 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 25 FIVE ARABS LANDED ON THE TEL AVIV 

BEACH AND CLAIMED THEY HAD SAILED EROM ALEXANDER IN A SPEED BOAT 

TO AVOID CONSCRIPTION TO FIGHT IN LEBANON (SEE DAO IR 6849 

040176). MOST LOCAL MEDIA DID NOT RELIEVE THEIR STORY BUT 

THE INCIDENT HAD SLIPPED FROM PUBLIC VIEW. THE GOVERNMENT PRESS 

OFEICE ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OCTOBER 13 BY THE IDE 

SPOKESMAN. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE EIVE EGYPTIANS (SIC) WHO WERE DETAINED ON 
SATURDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER 1976, AFTER LANDING THEIR SPEEDBOAT ON 
THE TEL AVIV BEACH, WERE EOUND TO BE MEMBERS OF THE "EL-FATAH" 
ORGANIZATION, SENT TO CARRY OUT TERRORIST ACTS, BUT ABORTED THE 
OPERATION AS THEY BECAME AWARE OF THE NAVY'S PATROL VESSELS. 
INVESTIGATION SHOWED THAT THEIR DESTINATION HAD BEEN EL ARISH, 
WHERE THEY INTENDED TO ESTABLISH TERRORIST CELLS TO OPERATE 

IN THE GAZA STRIP. THE SPEEDBOAT WAS TO RETURN TO PORT 
SAID, MANNED BY TWO SAILORS. IT WAS LEARNED THAT ON 
THURSDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER, THE FIVE HAD BOARDED A BOAT 
ANCHORING AT TYRE WHICH HAD ALREADY TAKEN THEIR SPEEDBOAT 
AND WEAPONS ABOARD. THE VESSEL LEFT TYRE EOR SIDON, TOOK 
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OF SEPTEMBER 24, THE SPEEDBOAT AND ITS CREW WERE LOWERED INTO 
THE SEA. ON SATURDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER, THE TERRORISTS SIGHTED 
THE NAVY PATROL BOATS, WHEREUPON THEY DECIDED TO THROW THEIR 
WEAPONS AND MILITARY EQUIPMENT OVERBOARD AND GIVE THEMSELVES 
UP TO THE SECURITY FORCES. END TEXT. 

3. LOCAL PRESS HAVE CONNECTED THE INTERROGATION OF THE FIVE 
TERRORISTS TO THE RECENT ARRESTS OF A NUMBER OF ARAB 
TERRORISTS IN THE GAZA STRIP (SEE TEL AVIV 6957). FOR 
EXAMPLE, THE JERUSALEM POST SAID IT HAD "...LEARNED THAT 
THE FIVE GAVE SECURITY AUTHORITIES INFORMATION DURING THEIR 
INVESTIGATION WHICH HAS LED TO THE ARREST OF PEOPLE INVOLVED 
IN THE PLO EFFORT TO REORGANIZE IN ISRAEL-HELD TERRITORY." 
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